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TAGS: CGEN, CPRS, PGOV, SCUL, GE, US 

SUBJECT: RALPH COLIN AND THE FEININGER PAINTINGS 

REP: (A) BERLIN 1923 (B) STATE 62347 AND EARLIER 

1 1 . DURING MARCH 16 CALL ON DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
GOODBY, COLIN WAS APPRISED OP GDR NOTE ON "RETURN OF 
CULTURAL OBJECTS" (REF A) AND OF EMBASSY’S EFPORTS TO 
LEARN MORE DETAILS ABOUT GDR PROPOSAL AND WAS ADVISED TO 
ESCHEW THREATS IN FAVOR OF MORE POSITIVE PRESENTATION TO 
AMBASSADOR SIEBER LATER SAME DAY. COLIN EXPRESSED 
SATISPACTION ABOUT EMBASSY’S CONTINUED EFFORTS ON HIS 
BEHALF AND PROMISED TO MAKE POSITIVE PRESENTATION TO SIEBER 
STRESSING FAVORABLE PUBLIC IMPACT THAT WOULD BE MADE BY 
TURNOVER OF FEININGER PAINTINGS AT TIME OF DRESDEN EXHIBIT. 
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2. ACCORDING TO COLIN, HIS UNACCOMPANIED CALL ON SIEBER 
WAS A "PLEASANT HALE HOUR ” DURING WHICH SIEBER "LISTENED 
PATIENTLY" AND PROMISED TO WRITE A LETTER TO BERLIN 
CONCERNING "SPECIAL EQUITIES" IN THIS CASE AND COLIN’S 
PROMISE TO "HOLD BACK" ON STEPS THAT MIGHT HARM DRESDEN 
EXHIBIT. SIEBER REPORTEDLY SAID, HOWEVER, THAT COLIN’S 
BEST AVENUE FOR PURSUING CASE REMAINED THROUGH AMERICAN 
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EMBASSY IN BERLIN. COLIN UNEORTUNATELY TOLD SIEBER OE 

HIS "DILEMMA" WITH REGARD TO MAY 15, 1978 FIT TNG 
DEADLINE WITH U.S. FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION. 

3. KWIATEK, L/C, HAS BEEN INFORMED OF GDR NOTE AND, 

GIVEN POSSIBILITY THAT GDR MAY RAISE ISSUE DURING 
MARCH 28-29 CLAIMS TALKS, IS CONFERRING WITHMAURER, L/ECP, 

ABOUT TYPES OF "CULTURAL OBJECTS" GDR MAY HAVE IN MIND 
AND ABOUT PROCEDURAL COMPLICATIONS THAT MIGHT BE INVOLVED 
IN UNDERTAKING TO "RETURN" SUCH OBJECTS. VANCE 
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